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Overview

In cases where POSH matters escalate into formal legal proceedings, we offer robust representation and advisory services to
employers, employees, and Internal Committee members. Our team handles a wide range of issues including false complaints,
appeals against IC decisions, and reputational risk management ensuring that all actions remain aligned with legal requirements
and ethical considerations.

Our Services

e Representation in civil and labor courts, High Courts, and quasi-judicial bodies
e Defense in malicious or false complaint cases and IC overreach allegations

¢ Legal remedies for complainants facing retaliation or victimization

¢ Drafting legal notices, replies, and petitions related to POSH matters

¢ Strategic legal counsel on disciplinary actions and employment law interface

e Handling appeals against IC decisions and external inquiries

e Managing media exposure, confidentiality breaches, and reputational fallout

Frequently Asked Questions

@ What does litigation and dispute resolution cover in POSH matters?
It covers formal legal proceedings arising from workplace sexual harassment cases. This includes representing parties in civil
courts, labor tribunals, High Courts, and quasi-judicial bodies on issues such as appeals against IC decisions, false complaint
defenses, retaliation claims, and confidentiality breaches under the POSH Act, 2013.

@ When should an employer or employee seek legal counsel in a POSH dispute?
Legal counsel becomes necessary when an Internal Committee decision is challenged, a complaint is alleged to be false or
malicious, retaliation is reported, or the matter escalates beyond the IC to a court or tribunal. Early engagement helps preserve
evidence, meet limitation periods, and manage reputational exposure.

@ Which Indian statutes govern litigation arising from workplace harassment cases?
The Sexual Harassment of Women at Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 2013 is the primary statute.
Disputes may also engage the Indian Penal Code, Industrial Disputes Act, service rules under the CCS(CCA) Rules for
government employees, and writ jurisdiction of High Courts under Article 226.

@ What is the typical timeline for resolving a POSH related court proceeding?
Timelines vary by forum. Writ petitions in High Courts may take six months to two years depending on listing and interim orders.
Labor court proceedings often stretch to one to three years. Key cost drivers include interim applications, document discovery,
and the number of witnesses involved.

@ What documents are needed to initiate legal action in a POSH dispute?
Essential documents include the original written complaint, the IC inquiry report and recommendations, employer action orders,
all internal correspondence, witness statements, attendance and CCTV records if available, and any prior legal notices
exchanged. Preserving digital communications early is critical.

@ What common mistakes do parties make in POSH litigation?
A frequent pitfall is breaching confidentiality obligations under Section 16 of the POSH Act, which can independently attract
penalties. Others include missing the 90 day appeal window, failing to document IC procedures properly, or issuing public
statements that prejudice ongoing proceedings and invite defamation exposure.

IndiaLaw LLP | www.indialaw.in | info@indialaw.in | +91 484 6000 100



https://www.indialaw.in

