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Overview

Our End-of-Life Product Management practice provides specialized legal guidance on the regulatory requirements governing
product disposal, waste management, and circular economy initiatives. We help clients understand and fulfill their legal

obligations throughout the complete product lifecycle, with particular focus on end-of-life responsibilities. Our team develops
compliant and cost-effective strategies for product retirement, waste reduction, and resource recovery, ensuring clients meet

statutory requirements while minimizing environmental impacts and potential liabilities.

Our Services

¢ Legal compliance with e-waste management rules and electronic product regulations

e Development of product take-back programs and end-of-life management systems

e Advisory on hazardous waste disposal requirements and extended producer responsibility

¢ Guidance on packaging waste regulations and reduction strategies

e Development of product stewardship programs and lifecycle management policies

¢ Advisory on decommissioning and safe disposal of industrial equipment

e Compliance with battery disposal and recycling regulations

¢ Legal support for waste collection, segregation, and processing arrangements

e Development of end-of-life product handling documentation and protocols

e Representation in regulatory matters related to product disposition and waste handling
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Frequently Asked Questions

@

What does end-of-life product management involve from a legal perspective?
It covers the regulatory obligations that arise when a product reaches the end of its useful life. This includes compliance with e-
waste rules, hazardous waste disposal norms, extended producer responsibility mandates, take-back program structuring, and
safe decommissioning of industrial equipment.

When should a company start thinking about end-of-life product obligations?
Ideally during product design itself, since EPR obligations under the E-Waste Management Rules and Plastic Waste
Management Rules attach at the point of manufacture or import. Companies entering India or launching new product lines
should assess lifecycle obligations before commercial launch.

Which Indian laws and regulators govern product end-of-life responsibilities?
The E-Waste (Management) Rules 2022, Plastic Waste Management Rules 2016, Hazardous Waste Management Rules 2016,
and Battery Waste Management Rules 2022 are the primary frameworks. The MoEFCC and Central and State Pollution Control
Boards oversee registration, reporting, and enforcement.

What does the EPR compliance process typically look like for manufacturers?
Producers must register on the CPCB EPR portal, obtain EPR authorization, set collection and recycling targets, engage
authorized recyclers or dismantlers, file annual returns, and meet escalating recovery targets over a multi-year cycle. Timelines
vary by product category and state board responsiveness.
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What documents are needed to set up an end-of-life compliance program?

We typically need product category details, annual production or import volumes, existing EPR authorizations if any, recycler or
dismantler agreements, hazardous substance declarations, packaging material breakdowns, and copies of prior returns filed with
CPCB or the relevant State Pollution Control Board.

What is the most common compliance mistake companies make with EPR obligations?

Many producers treat EPR registration as a one-time task and neglect ongoing target fulfillment, record-keeping, and annual
filings. CPCB has begun issuing show-cause notices and suspension orders for non-compliance, and penalties can include
authorization cancellation and prosecution under the Environment Protection Act 1986.
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