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The Ministry of Mines formally notified the Offshore Areas Mineral (Prevention of Illegal Mining and Transportation) Rules, 2026,

on February 3, 2026. These regulations derive their statutory authority from the Offshore Areas Mineral (Development and

Regulation) Act, 2002. The primary objective of this legislative framework is to establish a robust mechanism for regulating the

extraction and movement of minerals within the maritime zones under Indian jurisdiction. It is important to note that the scope of

these rules explicitly excludes mineral oils and hydrocarbons, focusing instead on other mineral resources found in offshore

territories.

The applicability of the Offshore Areas Mineral Rules is extensive, covering all minerals in offshore areas, though specific

exemptions are carved out for non-commercial scientific investigations and operations conducted by agencies notified by the

Central Government. To ensure legal precision, the text provides rigorous definitions for critical terms such as “authorised

officer,” “carrier,” and “electronic monitoring system.” A cornerstone of the regulation is the strict definition of “illegal mining,”

which encompasses any exploration, production, or operational activity undertaken without a valid operating right as mandated

by the principal Act.

A significant modernisation introduced by this legislation is the requirement for holders of operating rights and carrier owners to

deploy electronic monitoring systems. These systems are mandated to provide real-time data regarding vessel operations and

the movement of minerals, thereby enhancing transparency and enabling continuous oversight. Furthermore, the regulatory

framework necessitates that all mechanized machinery and carriers utilized in these operations be formally registered on a

designated web portal, creating a centralized digital registry for effective monitoring.

The procedural requirements for the dispatch and transportation of minerals are meticulously detailed to ensure traceability. Prior

to the transport of any mineral, the operator is obligated to furnish comprehensive data to the Indian Bureau of Mines via the

offshore mining regulation web portal. This submission must include specific details regarding the mineral grade, quantity, carrier

particulars, and the intended route of transport. Consequently, the Indian Bureau of Mines issues a digitally signed transit permit,

a mandatory document that must accompany the consignment throughout its transit to establish a verified chain of custody.

Regulatory oversight extends to the onshore arrival of materials, specifically focusing on the first point of discharge. The Rules

impose a liability on the holder of the operating right to ensure that adequate and well-maintained weighment systems are

operational at these discharge points. This requirement is essential for the verification process, allowing authorities to cross-

reference the quantity of minerals unloaded against the specific data declared at the time of dispatch from the offshore lease

area.

To ensure compliance, the Rules vest “authorised officers” with significant enforcement powers, including the authority to

conduct inspections and seize property associated with illegal mining or transportation. The procedure for seizure is strictly

codified, requiring photographic documentation and the issuance of formal seizure notices to maintain due process. This

enforcement architecture is supported by a multi-agency approach, involving the cooperation of the police and the Coast Guard

to combat illegal offshore activities effectively.

The punitive aspects of the Rules are designed to act as a strong deterrent against non-compliance. The legislation prescribes

severe penalties, including substantial fines and potential imprisonment for offenses related to the illegal mining, storage, or

transportation of minerals. Provisions are also included to impose additional financial penalties for continuing contraventions,

ensuring that repeated violations are met with escalating legal consequences.

Areas for Further Discussion and Exploration

In light of the implementation of the Offshore Areas Mineral (Prevention of Illegal Mining and Transportation) Rules, 2026,

several thematic areas warrant further academic and professional discourse. A comparative legal analysis involving these Indian

regulations and similar maritime mining statutes in other jurisdictions could provide valuable insights into global best practices

and regulatory efficiency. Additionally, the increasing reliance on digital governance invites a discussion on the efficacy of

electronic monitoring systems in maritime environments and how technological advancements might reshape future compliance

models. Finally, the socio-economic implications of these stringent regulations on coastal communities and local economies that

rely on the maritime supply chain present a crucial area for policy impact analysis.
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