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Case Title: Parvin Kumar Jain vs. Anju Jain
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Court: Supreme Court of India

Judgment Date: December 10, 2024

Bench: Hon’ble Justice Vikram Nath and Hon’ble Justice Prasanna B. Varale

In a significant ruling, the Supreme Court of India dissolved a marriage under Article 142 of the Constitution, citing irretrievable
breakdown, and awarded a substantial ?6 crore one-time settlement as alimony. The judgment underscores the judiciary’s role in
protecting the financial rights of dependent spouses and children in matrimonial disputes.

Case Background

The case involved a long-standing marital dispute between Parvin Kumar Jain, a senior banker, and his estranged wife, Anju
Jain. The couple, married in 1998, had been living separately since 2004. Despite prolonged litigation spanning over two
decades, reconciliation efforts failed, and the marriage existed only nominally. The case revolved around alimony and
maintenance claims under Sections 24 and 26 of the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955.

Key Findings by the Supreme Court

e Irretrievable Breakdown of Marriage:
o The court found the relationship irreparably damaged due to over two decades of separation, with no scope for
reconciliation. Invoking its discretionary powers under Article 142, the court dissolved the marriage.
e Alimony and Child Support:

o The court emphasized the need to protect the financial interests of the dependent spouse and child. A one-time settlement
of ?5 crore was granted to the wife, and ?1 crore was allocated for the son to support his education and financial
independence.

Independent Maintenance Claims:

o The court clarified that claims under Sections 24 and 26 of the Hindu Marriage Act are independent and protective, surviving
the withdrawal of divorce petitions to prevent procedural loopholes from disadvantaging the dependent spouse.

e Assessment of Financial Capacity:

o The husband, earning approximately ?10-12 lakhs per month as a CEO in Dubai, had sufficient means to fulfill his financial
obligations. His attempts to conceal assets and misrepresent financial information were highlighted, reinforcing the need for
transparency in such cases.

Child’s Welfare:

o The court reiterated the principle that child support extends until financial independence, recognizing the increasing need for
higher education in today’s competitive environment.

Eight Key guidelines for Deciding Alimony

The court highlighted these critical factors for determining alimony, emphasizing fairness and equity:

Social and Financial Status: Relative economic positions of the parties.
Reasonable Needs: Financial requirements of the dependent spouse and children.
Qualifications and Employment Status: Earning potential and professional skills.
Independent Income or Assets: Existing financial resources of the applicant.
Standard of Life: Lifestyle maintained during the marriage.

Sacrifices for Family: Career or income sacrifices made for family responsibilities.

Litigation Costs: Reasonable expenses incurred by a non-earning spouse.
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Financial Capacity of the Husband: Income, liabilities, and obligations of the earning spouse.
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Conclusion

This Supreme Court judgment not only ensures financial security for the dependent spouse and child but also sets a benchmark
for fairness in alimony decisions. By considering comprehensive factors such as the financial capacity of the earning spouse, the
standard of living during marriage, and the reasonable needs of the dependent spouse, the court has reinforced the principles of
equity and justice in matrimonial disputes. This case serves as a critical reminder of the judiciary’s role in protecting vulnerable
parties while balancing financial transparency and responsibility. The ?6 crore settlement highlights the importance of addressing
both immediate and long-term needs, ensuring that neither procedural delays nor hidden assets undermine the pursuit of justice.
This judgment will undoubtedly guide future alimony decisions, strengthening trust in the legal framework for family disputes.
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