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Introduction

The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) has recently notified the Environment (Construction and
Demolition) Waste Management Rules, 2025. These rules have come into effect from April 1, 2026, aim to address the growing
issue of construction and demolition (C&D) waste in India. The new regulations enacted in exercise of the powers conferred by
sections 6, 8, and 25 of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 (29 of 1986) read with sub-rule (3) of rule 5 of the Environment
(Protection) Rules, 1986 is built upon the Construction and Demolition waste management Rules, 2016 and introduce several
significant changes and additions to improve waste management practices in the construction sector.
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Key Features of the New Rules

1. Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR): One of the most notable changes is the introduction of EPR for producers.
Producers, defined as waste generators registered on a portal for a building or building complex project with a built-up area of
20,000 square meters and above, are now obligated to manage C&D waste throughout its lifecycle. This includes recycling
and reusing waste materials, with specific targets for waste utilization in future construction projects.

2. Waste Management Plans: Producers are required to prepare and submit waste management plans document to the Central
Pollution Control Board (CPCB). These plans must detail the expected amount of waste to be generated and outline measures
for its collection, segregation, and recycling.

3. Recycling Targets: The rules mandate that a certain percentage of construction materials must be derived from recycled
waste. For instance, starting from 2026-27, at least 5% of materials used in construction must be recycled waste, increasing to
25% by 2030-31.

4. Registration and Monitoring: Producers must register on an online portal developed by the CPCB. The portal will facilitate
the submission of waste management plans and the tracking of compliance with extended producer responsibility (EPR)
obligations. The CPCB and state pollution control boards will monitor the implementation of these rules.

5. Utilization Framework: The rules establish a framework for the utilization of processed waste in construction activities. This
includes the mandatory registration of recyclers and the use of an online portal to manage waste utilization.

Implications and Benefits

The new rules are expected to have a significant impact on the construction sector and the environment. By mandating the
recycling and reuse of C&D waste, the rules aim to reduce the reliance on virgin materials, thereby conserving natural resources
and reducing environmental degradation. Additionally, the rules are expected to minimize illegal dumping of C&D waste, which
has been a major contributor to urban flooding and pollution.

The introduction of EPR is also expected to encourage more sustainable practices in the construction industry. By holding
producers accountable for the waste generated from their projects, the rules incentivize the adoption of circular economy
principles. This not only reduces waste but also promotes innovation in waste management and recycling technologies.

Challenges and the Way Forward

While the new rules represent a significant step forward in managing C&D waste, their successful implementation will depend on
several factors. One of the key challenges will be ensuring compliance, particularly among smaller producers and waste
generators. The CPCB and state pollution control boards will need to develop robust monitoring and enforcement mechanisms to
ensure that the rules are followed.
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Another challenge will be the need for investment in waste processing and recycling infrastructure. The effective implementation
of the rules will require the development of facilities capable of processing and recycling large volumes of C&D waste. This will
necessitate collaboration between the government, private sector, and local communities to develop the necessary infrastructure
and capacity.

Conclusion

The Environment (Construction and Demolition) Waste Management Rules, 2025, represent a significant advancement in India’s
efforts to manage C&D waste. By introducing EPR and mandating recycling and reuse, the rules aim to promote sustainable
practices in the construction sector and reduce the environmental impact of C&D waste. While challenges remain, the successful
implementation of these rules has the potential to significantly improve waste management practices and contribute to a more
sustainable future.
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